Inspection of Young Sussex Nursery
(Hove)
Young Sussex Nursery, 165 Portland Road, Hove, Sussex BN3 5QJ

Inspection date:

28 April 2022

Overall effectiveness

Good

The quality of education

Good

Behaviour and attitudes

Good

Personal development

Good

Leadership and management

Good

Overall effectiveness at previous
inspection

Not applicable

What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good
Babies and children settle quickly and thrive in this happy and inviting nursery.
Children learn and have fun with the enthusiastic and nurturing staff. Babies learn
to control their whole bodies and use their senses to explore their calm playrooms.
They laugh excitedly with the attentive staff as they play peekaboo with seethrough material over their heads. Babies and children form strong close bonds
with their key person.
Children are busy and animated. They are very curious and highly motivated to
make independent choices about what they want to do. Children are encouraged to
be creative and find different ways to use resources. For example, they plan to
make a 'volcano' following a child's interest in a book. Children think about what
they need, and problem-solve effectively on how to find the ingredients. Staff
challenge children's thinking. For instance, they are encouraged to use their sense
of smell to find the vinegar needed. Children decide to use the real phone to ask
older children for tomatoes to make red 'lava'. They are extremely excited by the
result of their endeavours. Children develop the skills, confidence and self-esteem
needed to support the move on to the next stage in their education.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?
n Staff work particularly well with parents to further support children's learning
and development. For instance, they follow babies sleep routines and
breastfeeding mothers are accommodated. This give babies good continuity of
care. Staff provide individually tailored packs of books and resources for home
learning, such as to help with behaviour issues at home. Parents say they like
the flexible sessions available and praise the caring staff.
n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities are very well
supported. The talented special needs coordinator ensures outside professionals
are involved quickly to meet any additional needs. Staff consistently use picture
clues and signing. Children develop very good communication and social skills.
n Staff support children's developing language and literacy skills very effectively.
They use songs and stories well to extend vocabulary. Staff listen carefully to
children and value their ideas and opinions. They narrate play, promote
conversations and give children time to answer questions. Babies learn speech
sounds. Older children are confident talkers and hold meaningful conversations.
n Managers and staff understand how young children learn. They sequence
learning carefully to ensure children build on previous knowledge and
experiences. For example, children make patterns with small pegs or draw
letters in sand trays. They develop strong hand and finger muscles needed for
writing.
n Overall, staff plan well for children's learning and provide activities that link

Inspection report: Young Sussex Nursery (Hove)
28 April 2022

2

closely to their interests. Children thoroughly enjoy leading their own play as
they explore the exciting activities on offer. However, at times, some staff do
not recognise when they need to step in to teach specific skills to extend
children's learning further.
n Members of the management team have clear roles and responsibilities and a
wealth of knowledge about good early years practice. They work well together
with staff to create a strong team. Staff enjoy their work and feel well
supported. For example, managers offer regular well-being meetings and
training opportunities. This helps staff to provide a happy and welcoming
environment for the children.
n Staff offer clear explanations and prompts to support children's good behaviour.
For example, staff use a 'word of the day' to help older children focus on
listening. Children listen, behave very well and help each other. They learn to
cooperate together and take turns from an early age. Children develop valuable
social skills for their future lives. Staff set good examples and follow clear
routines. However, at times, changes of activity are not well planned and these
needlessly disrupt children's learning.
n Managers use additional funding available to extend learning opportunities for
children, particularly those who are disadvantaged. For example, additional
nursery sessions or new experiences, such as visits to the beach, are provided.
All children are fully included and make very good progress in their learning and
development.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
Managers and staff attend regular training to ensure their safeguarding skills and
knowledge are kept up to date. They are clear about their responsibility to report
any signs that suggest a child is at risk of harm. Staff understand the procedures to
follow. Managers have experience of helping families in need of support. Managers
use good recruitment procedures, including checks to ensure staff are suitable to
work with children. Staff carry out comprehensive daily risk assessments to help
ensure children's safety. Managers and the caretaker maintain the resources and
building well.

What does the setting need to do to improve?
To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:
n enhance staff's ability to build on children's chosen activities to further support
their good learning and development
n review and adapt routines to help children engage in play and learning to the
highest levels at all times.
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Setting details
Unique reference number

2545706

Local authority

Brighton and Hove

Inspection number

10215545

Type of provision

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers

Early Years Register

Day care type

Full day care

Age range of children at time of
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places

95

Number of children on roll

100

Name of registered person

Young Sussex Ltd

Registered person unique
reference number

2545704

Telephone number

01273 777001

Date of previous inspection

Not applicable

Information about this early years setting
Young Sussex Nursery (Hove) registered in 2019. It is located in Brighton and
Hove. The nursery is open from 7.45am to 6pm, every week day throughout the
year. The nursery has 21 staff; 15 are qualified to level 3 or above. The nursery is
one of three owned by the same provider.

Information about this inspection
Inspector
Sue Suleyman
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Inspection activities
n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with
managers and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the nursery.
n Managers joined the inspector on a learning walk of the premises and talked
about the curriculum offered.
n The early years teacher and the inspector carried out a joint observation of an
activity.
n Some parents and children spoke to the inspector and she took their views into
account.
n The inspector observed interactions between staff and the children and
considered the impact on learning.
We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.
If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
© Crown copyright 2022
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